
BENEFITS: 
❏  Top 30 fi nalists listed in the October 2009 issue of EMS Magazine. 

❏  Live presentation and media coverage at Texas EMS 
Conference in Fort Worth, TX, Nov 22–25. 

❏  Profi le of each Top 20 winner in the 
January 2010 issue of EMS Magazine 
and online at EMSResponder.com.

❏  One-year use of Top Innovation ribbon for any 
promotion of winning product.

 Magazine. 

Top Picks

COMPANY 
PRODUCT EMS EXPO BOOTH NUMBER

5.11 Tactical 
Company Boot 

358

Act Fast Med LLC Adams Choking Trainer 
863

Airon Corporation MACS CPAP System 
933

Braun Industries Braun Super Chief Spartan Furion 1032

Carson Manufacturing Company, Inc. SA-441M MagForce Mechanical Siren 417

Electrostatic Spraying Systems SC-1 Electrostatic Sprayer 228

EmeGear, LLC 
NexSplint 

243

E.V.S. Ltd. 
Wall Mount Attendant Seat 1156

Ferno 
PowerFlexx+ 

816

FSI North America FSI Field Bed 
1510

Global Pathogen Solutions, Inc. D.A.R.T. 
2008

Health Affairs, Ltd. CPREzy 
442

Humminbird 
Side Imaging Sonar 

2121

Impact Instrumentation, Inc. Uni-Vent EMV+ 
310

Intertek Industrial Corporation Protek Passenger Awareness System 1113

Knox Company 
MedVault 

1063

Monstermedic 
POWERMED-X cot 

1838

National Safety Council Prescription for the Flu 
666

Nonin 
LifeSense 

327

PerSys Medical 
Blizzard Heat Casualty Blanket 1564

Sam Medical Products Celox-D 
1059

Sartin Services, Inc. MAB Medical Evacuation Bus 1344

Serenity Safety Products Guardian Safety Seat 
1809

Siemens Ultrasound Acuson P10 Ultrasound system 2222

Taylor Healthcare Products Sleeper System 
1257

TechTrade, LLC 
Ready-Heat Infant Warming Cocoon 1646

Thomas EMS 
Thomas EMS ChillCore Case 1144

Turley Backboard Pad Company Turley Backboard Pad 
2123

VBM Medical, Inc. QuickTrach II 
115

Water-Jel 
Water-Jel Emergency Burn Stations 293

Learn which companies have made it to our EMS EXPO Top Picks short list

Each year, EMS Magazine editorial advisory board member Mike Smith makes his way around the EMS EXPO exhibit hall, seeking out the 

most innovative products to be launched or redeveloped over the previous year. Here is the short list of the candidates he has selected 

for this year. His 20 Top Picks will be profiled in the January 2009 issue of EMS Magazine. If you are planning on attending EMS EXPO 

2008 in Las Vegas, NV, October 13–17, be sure to visit the following exhibitors to see what makes their products stand out from the crowd. 

For more information on the conference, visit www.emsexpo2008.com.

122  

D.A.R.T. FROM GLOBAL PATHOGEN SOLUTIONS
If cocaine and amphetamines didn’t crank up enough people to perform incredible acts of stupidity and suffer metabolic 

meltdowns, the methamphetamine plague has added fuel to the fi re. Given that it only takes a sixth-grade chemistry background 
and some easily acquired ingredients to cook meth, the likelihood that the world of meth will cease to exist is close to zero. 

As long as those three drugs remain available for use and abuse, there will unfortunately be people who use them to excess 
and, at some point, will cross the physiologic line into what is termed “excited” or “agitated” delirium. Once in this state, 
these patients are next to impossible to manage and frequently need 
to be Tased to get them under control. Many of these patients are 
marginally under control, at best, and may need to be Tased several 
times before they are safe enough to handle. And that brings up a real 
exposure problem: what to do with those contaminated and potentially 
pathogen-laden Taser darts.

That is not a problem anymore, thanks to D.A.R.T.—the dart acquiring 
and removal tool from Global Pathogen Solutions. The moment you 
pick it up, this device reeks of common sense and practicality. Just 
place an X-Tractor tip on the handle, press either chamber over the tip 
of the dart and press until it locks on the dart. Pull back on the handle 
until the dart is removed. Depress the side button and retract the dart 
into the X-Tractor tip. Use the second chamber if there is a second dart. 
When fi nished with the extraction(s), place the red locking cap over 
the end of the X-Tractor to safely seal the dart(s) inside the tip, which is now locked, leakproof and ready for disposal.

If lighting and poor visibility are an issue, turn on the four LED lights on the handle. Though they’re powered by a single 9-volt 
battery, you can expect about 100,000 hours of performance from those LEDs. Just thinking about how many dart extractions 
that might represent makes my head hurt. If anyone can give me one good reason why any rig responding to a “patient Tased” 
would do so without a D.A.R.T., I’d love to hear it. I don’t believe that reason exists.

For more: www.globalpathogensolutions.com; 360/833-0911.

SIDE-IMAGING SONAR FROM HUMMINBIRD
When fi shing technology fi rst became available, my fi rst fi sh-fi nder was made by Humminbird. With over 40 years of excellence 

in imaging technology, it came as little surprise to me that the folks at Humminbird have used their expertise to introduce 
Side-Imaging Sonar to the prehospital market.

Though our aquatic calls are often called water rescue, in most cases that is not an accurate description, as body recovery 
is the function frequently being performed. The circumstances that caused the tragedy in the fi rst place, e.g., fl ooded river, 

breached dam/dike, are often still present, making the dive team’s 
work even more hazardous than normal. Given the non-
emergent nature of body recovery, anything that can reduce 
the inherent overall danger level and limit divers’ time in the 

water to a minimum is a real plus. Enter Humminbird’s 
Side-Imaging Sonar.

The innovative side-imaging transducer attaches quickly 
to the boat’s transom, thereby eliminating the diffi culties 
often encountered with deploying a traditional tow-behind 
transducer. Simple push-button operation allows the boat’s 

operator to work the system, eliminating the need for a 
technician to run and monitor a separate computer. Built-in 

GPS and base map allow for waypoints to be saved real-time on 
the sonar screen to mark potential search spots. You have a choice of either an 8" or 10.4" screen size; both have excellent 
readability.

If I were responsible for an agency that provided water rescue, I wouldn’t put my divers in the water without this innovative 
imaging technology to drive their search/recovery efforts.

For more: www.humminbird.com; 800/633-1468.
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We are looking for exhibitors to submit information on brand-new 
products or products that have seen signifi cant changes or 
modifi cations and were launched after August 2008.

Please be advised that out of the submissions we receive, we will come up with a list of 30 fi nalists.
The 30 fi nalists will receive a visit from the Top Picks judge, Mike Smith, during EMS EXPO to evaluate their products. Out 

of the 30 fi nalists, Mike will select the Top Picks for EMS EXPO. Please note: If your name does not appear in the October issue, your 
product did NOT make it through the fi rst round of the submission process and you will NOT receive a visit from Mike Smith.
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SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
A product may only be entered once, but a company may submit 
more than one unique product. Companies must submit the following 
information for each individual product entered:
❏ Company name

❏ Contact person

❏ Contact phone number

❏ Product name

❏ Date product was available for sale

❏  A brief description of what makes this product new and innovative  

❏  A copy of the product’s technical literature/specifi cations

❏ A photo of the product (jpeg or tif fi le acceptable) 

❏ Contact person attending EMS EXPO

❏ Booth number at EMS EXPO

Entries can be e-mailed to: 
 Maribel.Lopez@cygnusb2b.com
Faxed to: 818/230-9000 
Mailed to:  EMS EXPO Top Picks, EMS Magazine, 

P.O. Box 7248, Mission Hills, CA 91346
To book exhibit space:
  Scott.Samuels@cygnusexpos.com
 800/827-8009 ext. 3369 

Sponsored by 

Questions? Call Maribel Lopez at 
800/547-7377, ext. 1107

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 

AUGUST 21, 2009

Call for EntriesCall for EntriesCall for EntriesCall for Entries

Top Innovation Awards


